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Teacher Version

So just how funny was Shakespeare?

This will be considered a major project for the semester of a 9th Grade Lit and Comp class where students usually get their first introduction to Shakespeare by reading Romeo and Juliet.  It is designed to engage students in an open discussion where they may either display their knowledge or ask questions about the subject of how much of Shakespeare still remains alive in pop-culture.  

By using Concept-Oriented Reading Instruction (CORI) students will realize how much they already are familiar with Shakespeare even though they may have never read any of his works yet.  This strategy will also be more effective as it arouses student curiosity to motivate students.  Both low and high achievers will benefit from this as a good starting point in learning about Shakespeare’s body of work.

This assignment will touch on research, comparison and contrasting, critical thinking, and communication through presentation.  

The main point of the lesson is to establish a modern day context the students may view a writer and material that is several hundred years old.  By seeing how they can relate it to things in their own generation it allows them to understand how some things don’t change much over time even thought the wording may be different.

The assignment will be graded according to completion, how well their arguments are articulated either in a written format or a spoken format during their presentations and accuracy of the connections they make to modern material.

Primarily, we want to see if the can make and understand the connections between the old (Shakespeare’s original material) and the new (modern material that either is based on or borrows from Shakespeare).
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So just how funny was Shakespeare?

We all have seen sitcoms where people get mixed up in funny situations or have heard put-downs that leave people burned to a crisp, but how much of this comedy can be traced back to The Bard?  TV shows, cartoons, movies and other people’s plays have either drawn inspiration from or referenced much of Shakespeare’s material.  If fact, you’ve probably seen so much of it that you don’t even realize that it all began with him!
Try to think of anything you already know of that comes from Shakespeare and was used by someone else.  (For example, the movie Ten things I hate about you was based directly on Taming of the Shrew)
Next, do a search online for Shakespearean Humor and find three examples of humorous lines or jokes in any of his plays that have been used in a modern format.  

Then do a short write up on each explaining the Shakespearean version the joke, giving us the context of the joke, and why you find it amusing (or not).  The “why” part may be a little tricky since humor is often hard to explain but try to do more than just stating “I dunno, I just thought it was funny.”
Explain the connection of your three examples to modern humor and explain how they are similar or what had to be changed to make it modern and make a comparison chart on PowerPoint.  

When you are complete you will present your findings to the class and we will discuss your results.  During the discussion be prepared to defend your findings because what is funny to one person may be completely lame to another.  Also
